Circadian Rhythm Lab in SSC 

In this lab you will be tracking the daily activity pattern of rodents for 4 weeks.

You will need to establish a feeding schedule so that someone in your lab group visits the rodents EVERY DAY without fail.  The rodents will be totally dependant on YOU for food and water.

The rodents will have access to running wheels and the amount of activity in the running wheel is recorded on the computer in the lab.  When you come in to feed the animals you will need to back up the previous day’s data.

The data is in C:/psy260

The data goes to the A drive (floppy).

The program we are using is called Clocklab and it is a powerful tool for recording and analyzing this kind of data.  We will use time in the lab to learn how to use the program so that when your data is completed you will know what to do.

The lights are set to go on and off automatically – do not change the light settings.

During the lab session April 12/13: 

We will set the rodents going in the wheels and talk about 

1) Handling and care of the rodents.  

2) How to back up the data.

During the session April 19/20
We will use data simulations to predict the outcome of different lighting situations.

We analyze old data to learn about the options available in Clocklab

During the sessions May 10/11
We will analyze data and make figures.

